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 Dean & Weatherhead
Presidential Chair in Health 
Equity, School of Public Health 
& Tropical Medicine, 
Tulane University

Dr. THOMAS A. LaVEIST
BA, MA, PhD

1990: Postdoctoral Fellowship, Gerontology& Public Health 
Policy,  University of Michigan

1988: PhD, Medical Sociology, University of Michigan

1985: MA, Sociology, University of Michigan

1984: BA, Sociology, University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Dr. LaVeist's research and writing has focused on three broad thematic
research questions: 1. What are the social and behavioral factors that
predict the timing of various related health outcomes (e.g. access and
utilization of health services, mortality, entrance into nursing home?) ; 2.
What are the social and behavioral factors that explain race differences in
health outcomes?; and 3. What has been the impact of social policy on the
health and quality of life of African Americans? His work includes both
qualitative and quantitative analysis. LaVeist seeks to develop an orienting
framework in the development of policy and interventions to address race
disparities in health-related outcomes. Specific areas of expertise include:
U.S. health and social policy, the role of race in health research, social
factors contributing to mortality, longevity and life expectancy, quantitative
and demographic analysis and access, and utilization of health services.
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Dr. THOMAS A. LaVEIST
SPEECH TOPIC

IMMIGRATION RISING: HOW POPULATION 
CHANGE WILL AFFECT THE PUBLIC’S 
HEALTH

ABSTRACT

This lecture will focus on how shifting population demographics
are changing the health landscape of countries, focusing on
the United States, and how we as public health practitioners
should be preparing and responding to these health shifts. This
will lead to dynamic reflections & discussions around this topic
in Taiwan and the region.
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 Program Director & Health Science 
Administrator, Health 
Communication and Informatics 
Research Branch, Behavioral 
Research Program, Division of 
Cancer Control and Population 
Sciences, National Cancer Institute, 
National Institutes of Health, USA

Dr. Wen-Ying Sylvia Chou
MPH, MS, PhD

2008: MPH, School of Public Health, University of California, Berkeley

2005: PhD, Linguistics - Sociolinguistics, Georgetown University

1998: MS, Linguistics, Georgetown University

Wen-Ying Sylvia Chou, PhD, MPH, is a Program Director in the Health
Communication and Informatics Research Branch (HCIRB) of the
Behavioral Research Program (BRP) at NCI. A prolific health
communication scholar with over 100 peer-reviewed publications, Dr. Chou
has led a number of NIH initiatives on the impact of the evolving
communication landscape on public health and cancer control. Her
research interests include social media, health misinformation, health
literacy, and end-of-life cancer care. Trained as a sociolinguist, she has
expertise in qualitative and mixed methods analyses of health care and
online interactions. She has led several large NIH initiatives on the impact
of changing information landscape on health communication, including
funding initiatives on social media and substance use and addiction.

Dr. Chou's interests center on addressing distrust and health misinformation
and fostering relationship-centered communication. She has served as an
editor for the American Journal of Public Health theme issue on
misinformation and for the Journal of Communication in Healthcare on an
issue on the Science of Trust.
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Dr. WEN-YING SYLVIA CHOU
SPEECH TOPIC

COMMUNICATING ABOUT HEALTH IN AN 
EVOLVING INFORMATION LANDSCAPE: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR HEALTH EQUITY

ABSTRACT
Effective health communication is essential to achieving resilience in
public health and medicine. However, the information landscape has
undergone profound changes in recent decades that have hampered
health communication practice, especially during health crises. The advent
of social media, the 24-hour news cycle, and microtargeted advertising,
coupled with social polarization, have resulted in entrenched information
silos and echo chambers, the greater spread of misinformation, and
reduced trust in experts among some populations in the US and globally.

Multidisciplinary social and behavioral science and practice-research
partnerships are urgently needed to optimize health communication in
order to ensure health equity, promote health and well-being, and foster
resilience across different communities.

In this talk, Dr. Chou of the US National Cancer Institute, NIH, will provide
an overview of current scholarship and practical challenges in public
health communication, citing examples from cancer control efforts. The
talk will focus on information needs of vulnerable communities, the digital
divide, and communication inequalities in the current information
environment. Finally, the talk will highlight promising communication
approaches that can help improve communication efforts serving diverse
communities in order to ensure greater resilience to public health
challenges in those populations.
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 Department Head, Department 
of Preventive Medicine, College 
of Medicine, Korea University

 Department Head, Department 
of Global and Community 
Health, School of Public Health , 
Korea University

Prof. Myung Ki
MD, MPH, PhD

2009: PhD, Epidemiology &Public Health, University College London

2004: MPH, School of Public Health, Seoul National University

2000: MD, College of Medicine, Korea University

Professor Myung Ki joined Korea University at 2016, having previous
worked at the Eulji University in Korea (2011-2016) and the Institute Child
Health, London (2010-2011). He obtained PhD in social epidemiology from
University College London, MPH from Seoul National University, and MD
from Korea University.
His research interests primarily lies in social epidemiology. All diseases
have some form of social origin, though the social links vary. He is
interested in socially important health outcomes and this leads him to
suicide prevention, mental health epidemiology, and community health in
relation to social determinants of health. He serves on the committee
member for the Korean Society for Health Inequalities, the Korea
Association for Suicide Prevention and the Korean Society for Preventive
Medicine.
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Prof. MYUNG KI
SPEECH TOPIC

HEALTH EQUITY IN KOREA: AN 
EXAMINATION OF THE SOCIAL 
DETERMINANTS OF MENTAL HEALTH AND 
SUICIDE

ABSTRACT
Health inequalities have been established as a measure of routine science in
modern society and socio-economic gradients have been observed in a wide
range of mental health and suicide outcomes. Evidence on health selection
supports bidirectional relationship between socioeconomic status and mental
health. Practical strategies in response to the socioeconomic impact arrived
early in mental health areas as a concept of social intervention or preventive
approaches (e.g., universal, selective, and indicated prevention). However,
the concept has not fully been translated and practiced for action in South
Korea and it lags behind in the provision of community mental health services.

This talk explores the gap in the preparation of social approaches in Korea at
structural and individual level, particularly in community capacity and
presents the resulting consequences. The presenter reviews advances that
have been made in a recent decade in areas such as social prescription,
community rehabilitation, ‘diversity, equity and inclusion(DEI)’, social
determinants including social capital (isolation), and community care, which
developed separately for their own purposes outside mental health area. The
coordination and link across these advances may open an opportunity for
social approaches as a solution for complex health issues let alone the
reduction of health inequalities.
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 Clinical Professor, Community 
Health Sciences , University of 
California, Berkeley

 Co-Principal Investigator, 
Health Research for Action 
center, University of California, 
Berkeley

Clinical Prof. Linda Neuhauser
BA, MPH, DrPH

1988: DrPH, Public Health Nutrition, University of California, Berkeley

1977: MPH, Public Health, University of California, Berkeley

Linda Neuhauser is Clinical Professor of Community Health Sciences at the
UC Berkeley School of Public Health and Co-Principal Investigator at the
Health Research for Action center. Her research and teaching are focused
on transdisciplinary, translational, and participatory approaches to improve
large-scale health interventions and policies, including developing new
participatory models and methods. Her applied work spans many areas,
such as statewide early childhood programs, statewide oral health initiatives,
projects designed by factory workers in China, community-wide asthma
prevention and treatment, and statewide poison control education.

She has a special interest in collaborative design and evaluation of mass
communication that meets people’s literacy, language, cultural, access, and
other needs. She is an international leader in health literacy and clear
communication and is an advisor to US federal agencies, including DHHS,
CDC, and FDA as well as to international transdisciplinary collaboratives
and private industry.
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 Research Professor, School of 
Public Health, Division of 
Community Health Sciences; 
Lecturer, Department of Ethnic 
Studies Asian American & 
Asian Diaspora Studies, 
University of California, 
Berkeley.

Research Prof. Winston Tseng
BA, PhD

2003: PhD, Sociology, University of California, San Francisco

1992: BA, Biology, Johns Hopkins University

Winston Tseng has been with University of California, Berkeley (UCB) since
2003 and is currently a Research Professor of Community Health Sciences in
the School of Public Health, Lecturer in the Department of Ethnic Studies, and
Director of Research at Health Research for Action at UCB. He also serves as
Visiting Professor at National Taiwan University College of Public Health. He is
a medical sociologist with more than 25 years of community-based
participatory design and quantitative and qualitative research experiences in
partnership with diverse, vulnerable populations to strengthen their community
infrastructure for improving their health and social conditions. He received his
PhD in Medical Sociology at University of California, San Francisco and BA in
Biology at the Johns Hopkins University. He has made major contributions on
health equity, participatory design, and community health and has a strong
track record for external research funding in health disparities. His research
focus areas have included social & behavioral health, diabetes and other
chronic conditions, health literacy and health promotion, environmental health,
community health planning, policy development, and healthy aging. His
research and evaluation expertise has contributed to transforming the national
paradigm and visibility of health disparities and community defined evidence
practices. He continues to design, implement, and disseminate projects
through participatory design and action approaches with a translational
research component to strengthen the capacity of communities to engage in
research and evaluation and further health equity.
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Clinical Prof. LINDA NEUHAUSER
Research Prof. WINSTON TSENG
SPEECH TOPIC

METHODS FOR COMMUNITY 
PARTICIPATORY DESIGN

ABSTRACT
Community health interventions often show disappointing
outcomes. The traditional approach of having experts define
problems, and develop, implement and evaluate interventions does
not always reflect the needs of people in diverse communities and
may not be practical to be put into action in their socio-cultural and
economic contexts. Beginning in the middle of the last century,
engineers and social scientists proposed new approaches that
focused on “user-centered design.” These methods closely involve
those who are intended to benefit from an intervention by engaging
them in all steps of identifying problems, proposing solutions,
implementing actions and evaluating their outcomes. Such
“community participatory design” methods have greatly improved
the success of health interventions. This session will cover the
importance of using participatory design in community-based
projects, the scientific foundation of participatory design theory and
methods, and specific participatory design methods.
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 Professor, Institute of Health 
Behaviors and Community 
Sciences, NTU

 Professor, Department of 
Public Health, National Taiwan 
University

Prof. Duan-Rung Chen
BA, MA, PhD

1997: PhD, Sociology, Columbia University

1989: MA, Sociology, National Taiwan University

1985: BA, Sociology, National Taiwan University

Dr. Duan-Rung Chen is a professor at National Taiwan University's Institute
of Health Behaviors and Community Sciences, specializing in medical
sociology, public health, and social network dynamics. She has made
significant contributions to understanding health inequalities, obesity, eating
behaviors, and community-based health interventions. As former Director of
the Institute, she shaped its academic direction.

With a PhD in Sociology from Columbia University, Dr. Chen’s work
integrates health inequality, aging, end-of-life care, and obesity, using
diverse methods like quantitative, qualitative, and GIS models.

She has led the Taiwan Population Association and NTU's Research Center
for Population and Gender Studies, advancing research on demographics,
gender, and public health policies. Her publications cover health literacy,
aging, and the socioeconomic determinants of health.

She also serves as Editor-in-Chief of Population Study and Associate Editor
for the Taiwanese Journal of Public Health and Papers in Geography. Dr.
Chen is committed to advancing research on the social determinants of
health and addressing complex societal health challenges.
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Prof. DUAN-RUNG CHEN
SPEECH TOPIC

LAYING THE GROUNDWORK: PREPARING 
FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ON 
HEALTH DISPARITIES
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ABSTRACT
Community development is fundamentally about enabling individuals to collaborate
for the collective well-being of their community. It rests on five core principles that
guide its approach, namely, inclusivity, participation, empowerment, sustainability,
and a holistic approach. While these principles offer essential guidance, every
community has unique characteristics and challenges. The Community Readiness
Model (CRM) provides a structured framework for assessing a community’s
readiness to address complex issues like dementia prevention. CRM evaluates six
dimensions—community efforts, knowledge of efforts, leadership, climate,
knowledge of the issue, and resources. Understanding these dimensions helps align
strategies with a community’s capacity and fosters tailored interventions that are
more likely to succeed. Beyond readiness assessment, this presentation highlights
the critical role of socio-psychological determinants, such as collective efficacy, in
shaping community preparedness. Community collective efficacy, encompassing
two factors like the willingness to intervene and the strength of social cohesion, is
essential in influencing CRM scores.

Using dementia prevention as an example, this presentation examines how CRM
can help evaluate community readiness across Taipei City. It explores patterns of
community preparedness, emphasizing variations in readiness and capacity.
Furthermore, the study highlights how collective efficacy can create spatial
dynamics that improve overall preparedness for dementia prevention. This approach
promotes fostering a supportive environment for long-term community well-being.



 Assistant Professor, Institute of 
Health Behaviors and 
Community Sciences, NTU

 Assistant Professor, 
Department of Public Health, 
National Taiwan University

Assistant Prof. Poyao Huang
BL, MA, PhD

2020: PhD, Communication Department and Science Studies          
Program, University of California, San Diego

2007: MA, Journalism, National Cheng-chi University

2004: BL, Law, National Taiwan University
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 Assistant Professor, Institute of 
Health Policy and Management, 
NTU

 Assistant Professor, 
Department of Public Health, 
National Taiwan University

Assistant Prof. Ching-Ching Claire Lin
BS, MS, PhD

2017: PhD, Health Policy and Management, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

2003: MS, Health Policy and Management, Johns Hopkins 
University

2001: BS, Department of Public Health, NTU

DISCUSSANT

DISCUSSANT



 Professor/ Director, Institute of 
Health Behaviors and 
Community Sciences, NTU

 Professor, Department of 
Public Health, National Taiwan 
University

Prof. Shu-Sen Chang
MD, MSc, PhD

2010: PhD, Social and Community Medicine, University of Bristol

2007: MSc, Epidemiology, National Taiwan University

1998: MD, Medicine, National Taiwan University
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DISCUSSANT

KP Chen Memorial Lecture in Public Health

The KP Chen Memorial Lecture honors Professor Kung-Pei Chen
(1917-1978), a pioneer of public health education in Taiwan. He directed
the Institute of Public Health at National Taiwan University (NTU) from
1956 to 1972 and established Asia's first undergraduate public health
degree in 1972. Under his leadership, many public health professionals
emerged, addressing major issues like arsenic intoxication and the
implementation of National Health Insurance in 1995. Active in global
health, he worked with WHO in Vietnam, Korea, and the Philippines.

Since 1993, the Institute and Department have evolved into the College
of Public Health (CPH) at NTU, which was accredited by the Council on
Education for Public Health in July 2017—making it the first in Asia and
outside North America. In 2017, the KP Chen Preventive Medicine
Foundation established the “KP Chen Memorial Lecture in Public Health”
at NTU-CPH to commemorate his 100th birth anniversary, awarding an
annual lecture to a notable figure in contemporary public health.
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